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St. Aidan’s mission:  To grow as a faith family so that everyone will experience God’s love. 

St. Aidan’s Worship Services 
Sunday Worship 

Morning Prayer 
8:30 am recorded 

 

Drive-in Service 
9:30 am -- Live drive-in and recorded 

 

Sunday Coffee Hour 
11:15 - Noon on Zoom 
Meeting ID and password in Wednesday’s E-News. 

 

Wednesday Worship 
Compline 
6:30 pm recorded 

St. Aidan's Annual  
Pledge Campaign 

Look for your letters in the US mail. 
Please return your pledge to the 
church office or on line -- 

as soon as possible!  

Ash Wednesday -- February 17 
1 - 2:30 pm -- Imposition of ashes with short prayers in church 

for individuals and families with Pastor Loretta assisted by 
an usher. Masks required, 5 minutes between persons, en-
ter by front door, leave by social hall door. Please be pa-
tient, waiting respectfully for the person[s] in front of you. 

6:30 pm -- Join us for Eucharist, the imposition of ashes, and 
music. The service will be held in St. Aidan’s parking lot 
and live-streamed on Facebook. 

Lenten Services 

Lenten Compline Series:  
Practice Shapes Believing 

Wednesdays, 6:30 pm 
February 24 Spiritual Practices  
March 3   The Spiritual Practice of Prayer  
March 10  The Spiritual Practice of Fasting 
March 17  The Spiritual Practice of Self-Denial  

 (Charity, Almsgiving) 
March 24  Practice Shapes Believing 
 

Recorded worship services can be accessed from St. Aidan’s 
Facebook Page or St. Aidan’s Website:  staidans-hartford.org 

St. Aidan’s  
Valentine invitation! 

 

What: Annual Parish Meeting 
When: February 14 
   11 am 
Where:  ZOOM  
Who:    YOU! 
 

Your voice is important! 
Your ideas and participation  

irreplaceable! 
Watch the E-news for meeting id and 
passcode. 

Opportunities galore in this 
issue: 
 Serve -- pgs. 2, 4, 7, 9 
 Reflect -- pgs. 7, 8, 10, 11 
 Participate -- pgs. 1, 3, 7 



Dear Friends, 
 During the month of February, it may 
seem as though we are oriented in two 

different directions. Half of the Sundays belong 
to the season of Epiphany and the other to the season 
of Lent. In the first part of the month, we celebrate the 
presence of Christ in the world, and then we transition 
to a time of fasting and penitence as we take up his 
cross. Lent is traditionally observed through prayer, 
fasting and self-denial; however, these spiritual prac-
tices should not distract us, rather they should in-
crease our awareness of the ways Christ draws us to 
him. As we humbly confess our sins, we call upon 
Christ to forgive and heal our brokenness, resting in 
the assurance that through grace we will be made 
whole. 
 Let us welcome this opportunity for experiencing 
joy in Lent as we are renewed. Lent is a journey we 
share, and it can become for all of us a season of dis-
covery. Beginning with Ash Wednesday, we pray that 
God will give us “new and contrite hearts,” and we ask 
for God’s perfect forgiveness through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. The Lenten message and our spiritual practices 
can lead us into a closer relationship with Christ and 
call us to imagine how through grace, we can experi-
ence newness of life. 
 Plan to begin this journey by attending either the 
Imposition of Ashes in the afternoon or our Ash 
Wednesday Eucharist, including music and anointing 
with ashes in the St. Aidan’s parking lot. For the fol-
lowing Wednesdays in Lent, I invite you to join us at 
6:30 pm for the online services of music and message 
focused on the theme, “Practice Shapes Believing.” 
You will find the link to all of these recorded services 
on the St. Aidan’s website and on Facebook. 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 
1- 2:30 pm -- Imposition of Ashes in the church with 
  brief prayers 
6:30 pm Eucharist, with imposition of ashes in  
 St. Aidan’s Parking Lot 
 

Lenten Series: Practice Shapes Believing 
6:30 pm online 
February 24 Spiritual Practices  
March 3 The Spiritual Practice of Prayer  
March 10 The Spiritual Practice of Fasting 
March 17 The Spiritual Practice of Self-Denial (or 
Charity or Almsgiving) 
March 24 Practice Shapes Believing 
 
You remain in my prayers,  
Esther + 

 The Giving Tree is in Candy Lane Park, just a 

couple of blocks from St. Aidan’s, which makes it 

a perfect ‘neighborhood’ project for St. Aidan’s to 

support. The program, Meet me at the Giving 

Tree, is managed by one family and supported 

by many who contribute to the tree. See Face-

book – “Meet me at the Giving 

Tree” --for more information. 

 For those who are interest-

ed in supporting this neigh-

borhood project, bring 

warm winter items to the 

container by the front 

door.  

 Mary Moran will collect 

and deliver the donations to the family who 

maintains the Giving Tree. Thank you always for 

your support and generosity for the larger Hart-

ford community. 

The Giving Tree 
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A Miraculous Rescue: 
Surviving Pike Lake’s icy waters 

 

Charles Gardner 
Senior Staff Writer 

 
 
 

“Save me O God; for the waters 
have risen up to my neck. I sink 
in muddy depths and have no 
foothold; I am swept into deep 
water, and the flood carries me 
away. I am wearied with crying 

out, my throat is sore, my eyes grow dim as I wait 
for God to help me.”  Psalm 69: 1-3 
 
 A thousand thoughts were racing through my 
mind as I gripped the slushy ice with my black 
gloves. 
 Was I going to die? 
 Could I do anything to prevent it? 
 What about my wife Pat, sitting in bed with a fe-
ver and without any idea I was fighting for my life? 
 What about my family and close friends? What 
about the next life? 
 I realized I still had hope of living here on earth, 
and I focused on doing everything I could to make 
that happen. 
 I had fallen through the thin ice on Pike Lake, 
about 150 yards from the state park beach, on an ill-
considered snowshoe adventure. I would be gone 
for 20 minutes, I told myself. I didn’t even take my 
phone or wallet. 
 Suddenly, a huge crash into the water sent my 
poles flying and put me in a very dangerous situa-
tion. 
 I tried to signal to some hikers at the park, but 
they were too far away and didn’t hear me. I tried to 
think of a way out but knew if I tried to climb up on 
the ice I would crash through again. All I could do 
was hang on to the icy ledge or I would be sub-
merged in deep waters. 
 I started screaming for help, desperately hoping 
someone would hear me. 
 Someone did. 
 I spotted a hiker near the south end of the beach 
and yelled, “I need help soon. I can’t hang on much 
longer. Call 911.” 
 The hiker soon was waving to tell me help was 
on the way, although I was getting colder by the 
second and I was confused about his signals. I told 
myself to hang on as long as I could. 
 Eventually I heard the sirens and saw the flash-
ing lights, a parade of emergency vehicles headed 
toward the beach. That gave me real hope. 

ST. AIDAN ’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  STAG & STAFF  

 It seemed like an eternity before the rescuers 
could reach me. Brian Wolters and Kyle Wenzel 
bravely entered the water, and I was aware of Bri-
an coaching me and shouting instructions to his 
team. He separated his shoulder, suffering a seri-
ous injury while saving me. 
 So many people came to my aid that day, on 
December 30, and allowed me to see a New Year. 
Hartford Fire and Rescue chief Paul Stephans later 
told me what a narrow escape I had. 
 I don’t remember the Flight for Life trip from Au-
rora Hartford or anything until I woke up in the ICU 
at Froedtert Hospital the next morning. 
 I discovered later that Dr. Dan Worman led the 
emergency room team that treated me at 
Froedtert. Dan is the son-in-law of my dear friend, 
Father John Groff, a member of St. Aidan’s. Ben 
Hoffmann, son of my Stag & Staff editor Micki Hoff-
mann, was on the scene as an EMT and rode in 
the ambulance with me to Aurora. 
 My ICU nurse 
Lindsey told me I 
was able to cling to 
the ice for 40 
minutes because of 
all the walking I had done in 2020, often 40 to 50 
miles a week. That really lifted my spirits that first 
morning in the hospital, and she stayed with me 
throughout the day until I was transferred to a room 
on the ninth floor. 
 Nurse Cheryl hugged me and cried with me be-
fore I was discharged from the hospital on Friday 
morning. Dr. Lara Voigt was upbeat with me during 
my stay and said she would get me home in time 
to watch Northwestern’s bowl game, and she did! 
 It was humbling to find that so many people had 
worked selflessly to save my life. God’s grace 
worked through them. 
 I am recovering well with daily support from 
friends and family, and I thank everyone for their 
prayers. I am walking again and working on an ex-
ercise bike while steadily regaining strength. 
 I am able to see my wife and hug her, to talk to 
friends again, and to share in life’s joys and sor-
rows. I am able to see the beauty around me, a 
pink sunrise over Pike Lake, seven deer romping in 
the snow off Powder Hill Road, or snowflakes com-
ing down on a winter evening. 
 I am truly thankful and praise the Lord for this. 
 
“But by thy saving power, O God, lift me high 
above my pain and my distress, then I will praise 
God’s name in song and glorify him with Thanks-
giving.”  Psalm 69: 29-30 

It was humbling to find that so 
many people had worked self-
lessly to save my life. God’s 
grace worked through them. 
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St. Aidan’s Reader Schedules --  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Volunteer to read for St. Aidan’s! Contact Micki Hoffmann [mphoffmann70@gmail.com]. 
 
Readings for each service can be found at:  www.lectionarypage.net  
 

Procedure: All READERS must contact Scott PRIOR to any recording. Scott will provide the ap-
propriate introduction and closure to each of the readings that will be recorded and any specific 
directions depending on how the recording will take place. The READER will  

record his/her readings at home using ZOOM 
record at the parish at a designated time (usually every other Thursdays, time to be ar-

ranged [tba] 
record during a Zoom meeting with Scott [tba] 

Recordings are due no later than 5:00pm on the Friday 
 prior to assigned weekend. 

Scott Eakins 
414-704-6186 
staidanmusichtfd@gmail.com  

DATE READER 
Morning Prayer 
Recorded 

Eucharist 
Recorded 

Eucharist Live 

February         

7  L. Molenda X  X   

  M. Hoffmann    X 

14 B. Mendoza X   X 

21 L. Mercado X    

 M. Weber   X 

28 M. Schmidt X   X 

DATE READER 
Morning Prayer 
Recorded 

Eucharist 
Recorded 

Eucharist Live 

March         

7 A. Marsh Meigs X     

  M. Hoffmann     X 

14 B. Schrunk X   X 

21 A. Pollock X   X 

28 L. Molenda X X   

http://www.lectionarypage.net
mailto:staidanmusichtfd@gmail.com
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Weather Cancellation Information 

If the weather outside is frightful, 
check the following sources for church 
service 
cancellations: 
Television 
 FOX 6 
 TMJ 4 

Radio 
 The Lake FM 94.5 
 WTMJ AM 620 
 WTKM AM 1540 &  
 FM 104.9 

1 Tom Barnes 

6 Diane & Tom Pirc 

19  Ken Dinco 

21   Barb Kaker 

25 David Pietsch 

26 Donna & Ken Dinco 

28   Barbara Marinelle 

I’m starting to think about planting seeds. The order is in, and 
the garden is being organized in my mind’s eye, so we must be 
getting to the other side of winter, not gone but beginning to fade a 
little bit. Other things may be fading too. I’m looking forward to vac-
cines, a little easing of the concern I feel when its necessary to go 
into a store, seeing friends in person, not on the computer screen, 
giving someone besides Bruce a hug. I do, however, think technol-
ogy is wonderful. Today we ate our lunch with our son and his fam-
ily who were eating supper in Germany. There was salad and tuna 
melt or pasta with veggies and bacon. It’s not the same as a visit. 
But, we do our best and wait.  

How are you doing? Are the Christmas things all put away? Are 
the bird feeders filled and that closet you were clearing out all 
done? Me neither. I have to leave a few things for tomorrow after 
all. In the meantime, I’ll give you a sweet treat this month. Valen-
tine’s Day is coming and maybe you can share this with someone.  

It’s not lemon meringue but its close and simpler to make.   
  
 
Lemon Sponge Pie 
         350*   45-50 minutes 
 
1 unbaked pie shell, from the store is fine 
 
3 egg whites, beaten until stiff 
 
3 egg yolks 
2/3 C. of lemon juice (or two lemons, zest 
and juice) 
1 C. milk 
1 1/2 C. sugar 
1/3 C. flour 
1/4 t. salt 
 
Beat the egg whites and set aside. Stir 
together the remaining ingredients. Fold the mixture into the whites 
and pour into the pie shell. Bake at 350* for 45-50minutes. This 
can also be baked without the piecrust in a casserole dish. Either 
way, Happy Valentine’s Day! 
Alice Pollock 

Restaurant 

Megan Fairchild Wetzel's Sunday 
School class held a Zoom baby shower 
for her last Sunday! Megan received lots 
of cute baby items, including sleepers, 
toys and books. The girls' favorite gift 
was a "snot sucker" for the baby! Megan 
and Matt will welcome their little one in 
early February. Please keep the Wetzel 
family in your prayers. 

We are sad to announce two deaths 
in the parish. 
 
Ralph Daley, brother of Dennis Da-
ley, died early in January. He was a 
long time resident of Hartford who 
worked as a mason for over 35 
years. His time was spent following 
the Brewers and Rubicon baseball, 
but most of all with his family. He is 
survived by six siblings, two chil-
dren, and eight grandchildren 
 
Aileen Lake, wife of James Lake 
and mother of Lisa Lake also died 
in January. She worked 20 years at 
the Post Office and recently at Kwik 
Trip. She is survived by her hus-
band, five children, and eight grand-
children who remember her sewing, 
cooking, and generosity. 
 
Our deep sympathy to both families.  



FEBRUARY 2021  6 

How to reach us —  
Church Mailing Address:  

   670 E. Monroe Avenue 

   Hartford, WI 53027 

Church Office E-mail:  

   secretary@staidans-hartford.org 

Church Website:  www.staidans-hartford.org 
 

Church Phone:  262-673-7273 
 The Rev. Esther Kramer 
   262-309-7661 
   estherkramer0806@gmail.com 
 

 Aimee Hennings, Administrative Assistant 
   secretary@staidans-hartford.org 
 

 Scott Eakins, Organist  
 

 Mike Weber, Treasurer 
 

Vestry Wardens 
Donna Dinco  
Sandy Koeller 
 

Vestry 
Pat Gardner 
Micki Hoffmann 
Brian Schrunk 
Gary Stage  
 

Vestry Clerk 
Linda Weber 
 

Stag and Staff 
Newsletter of St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church 
Published monthly 
Deadline:  Third Sunday of the month 
Micki Hoffmann, Editor 
Contact:  mphoffmann70@gmail.com 

   or 262-673-2903 
 

 
 
Prayer Chain 
 

If anyone has a prayer need for 
someone or something, please call  
the church office. 
Prayer Chain volunteers needed.  
See page 7. 

Generosity begins the Gratitude 

We are grateful for the abundance of Christmas 
cookies that you baked for the ECW Christmas Cook-
ie Sale. Your generosity allowed us to donate cookies 
to the Hartford Police Department, first responders at 
the fire station, and health care workers. 

In response to that generosity, we received the 
following from the HPD: 

I am grateful for all that St. Aidan’s has accom-
plished and the gift we have been to each other. In 
particular, you have been sharing your time with 
phone calls, cards or videos chats, just to check-in; 
sharing your talents with children in worship center, 
zoom technology, music, baking or crafts; sharing 
your resources that have enabled our ministries. 

Our stewardship campaign, Faith-filled Generosi-
ty, is a time to reflect on how we share our time, tal-
ent, and treasure with our church and community. 
Again, I invite you to consider how your response to 
time, talent, resources and ‘attending’ has shaped our 
faith community and your family and friends who gath-
er with you. May we continue to be gifts to each other 
and our community throughout the coming year.  

 

“I can no other answer make but thanks, 
and thanks, and ever thanks.”  

– William Shakespeare 

Blessings,  

Donna 

To Everyone at St. Aidan’s: 
I wanted to send you a short “thank you” note for 
showing your appreciation to the Harford Police De-
partment by bringing in such a large assortment of 
cookies – Delicious! 
With times being what they are today, it was a terrif-
ic gesture to our department to let everyone here 
know that our community supports us.  It may not 
feel like it by looking at the news, but the amount of 
encouragement we are receiving from our communi-
ty has been terrific. 
As the head of the department, I deeply appreciate 
your support for all of my officers.  Your caring ges-
ture was enjoyed by everyone. 

 

From Donna Dinco’s Desk 

mailto:estherkramer0806@gmail.com


We are in the process of updating the 
Prayer Chain. If you are interested in be-
ing on the telephone Prayer Chain, 
please let Alice Pollock (262 707 3456) 
or Ron Schnorenberg (414 416 9118) 

know. You will be contacted via phone, 
email or text when there are prayers needed.  

 To put someone on the church prayer list for 
the Sunday bulletin, please call the office 262-673-7273 

YES!  
It’s the St. Aidan’s  

Bazaar elf! 
 

 With great optimism and faith, St. 
Aidan’s Episcopal Church Women 
are planning for the  

Annual Christmas Bazaar 
 Saturday, December 4 

 Start the sewing machines, find 
the knitting needles, get out the 
crafts ! We’re going to have a won-
derful bazaar with all the trimmings! 
Plan your participation now -- it’s an 
ALL CHURCH THING! 

Mary Moran -- Super volunteer!  
UTO chair, Giving Tree facilitator, 
Sunshine spreader. 
 

Ron Schnorenberg -- Super volunteer! 
Says yes immediately to requests! 
Cleaning, church office work, Good 
Samaritan. 

   

 

A bright light for all of us! 
 

 Wednesday, January 20, 2021, 
was the inauguration of the 46th 
President of the United States, Jo-
seph Biden. But, as The Morning 
Brew, a business blog, put it: 
 

“Good morning. Not many people can upstage Lady Gaga, J.Lo, 
or a new president. But 22-year-old poet Amanda Gorman man-
aged to steal the show at the inauguration with her transfixing po-
em, ‘The Hill We Climb.’” 
 

The whole poem is worthy of several readings. Here is an excerpt 
to whet your appetite for an extraordinary poetry experience: 

 
When day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we find light 
in this never-ending shade? 
The loss we carry. A sea we must wade. 
We braved the belly of the beast. 
We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace, and the norms 
and notions of what “just” is isn’t always justice. 
And yet the dawn is ours before we knew it. 
Somehow we do it. 
Somehow we weathered and witnessed a nation that isn’t 
broken, but simply unfinished. 
 
 
And so we lift our gaze, not to what stands between us, but 
what stands before us. 
We close the divide because we know to put our future first, 
we must first put our differences aside. 
We lay down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one 
another. 
We seek harm to none and harmony for all. 
Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true. 
That even as we grieved, we grew. 
That even as we hurt, we hoped. 
That even as we tired, we tried. 
That we’ll forever be tied together, victorious. 
Not because we will never again know defeat, but because 
we will never again sow division. 

 ST. AIDAN ’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  STAG & STAFF  
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Presiding Bishop Curry’s  
Word to the Church:  

 
 

Who shall we be? 
 

 
 And now in the name of our loving, liberating, 
and life-giving God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 In another time of national crisis, another time 
of danger for our nation, in 1865 on March the 
fourth, Abraham Lincoln concluded his second 
inaugural address with these words: 
 

With malice toward none; with charity for 
all; with firmness in the right, as God 
gives us to see the right, let us strive on 
to finish the work we are in; to bind up 
the nation’s wounds; to care for him who 
shall have borne the battle, and for his 
widow, and his orphan—to do all which 
may achieve and cherish a just, and a 
lasting peace, among ourselves, and 
with all nations. 

 

 Lincoln knew in that moment, in the moment of 
a national crisis, a moment of great danger, that 
such a moment was a moment of decision, when 
a nation, when a people must decide who shall 
we be? What kind of nation, what kind of people 
shall we be? A hundred years later, Martin Luther 
King faced the same reality. Who shall we be? 
The civil rights movement was waning. The great 
victories that had been won had been won. And 
yet now questions of poverty and economic des-
pair and disparities raised an awesome specter 
on the nation. We were at war. 
 We were at war in another country, but there 
was war on our streets. The nation was deeply 
divided. Cities burned. There were riots. Riots at 
national conventions of political parties. The fu-
ture of the nation was in question, and it was at 
that time that Dr. King realized that in moments of 
danger, a decision must be made. And he titled 
his last book, Where Do We Go from Here: Cha-
os or Community. I believe as he believed, as 
Abraham Lincoln believed, as I believe you be-
lieve, that we must choose community. Chaos is 
not an option. Community is our only hope. 
 The truth is Dr. King spoke often of all that he 
did and labored for was for the purpose of realiz-
ing as much of the Beloved Community of God as 

it is possible on this earth. He spoke of Beloved 
Community, the Bible, the New Testament; Jesus 
spoke of the kingdom or the reign of God. Jesus 
taught us to pray, and to work, and to labor for 
that Beloved Community, that reign of God's love 
in our time and in our world, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth just as it is in heaven. 
Those are our marching orders from Jesus him-
self. 
 I am a follower of Jesus of Nazareth because I 
believe that his way of love and his way of life is 
the way of life for us all. I believe that unselfish, 
sacrificial love, love that seeks the good and the 
welfare and the well-being of others, as well as 
the self, that this is the way that can lead us and 
guide us to do what is just, to do what is right, to 
do what is merciful. It is the way that can lead us 
beyond the chaos 
to community. 
 Now, I know full 
well that this may to some sound naive, to others, 
idealistic, and I understand that. And yet, I want to 
submit that the way of love that leads to beloved 
community is the only way of hope for humanity. 
Consider the alternative. The alternative is chaos, 
not community. The alternative is the abyss of an-
archy, of chaos, of hatred, of bigotry, of violence, 
and that alternative is unthinkable. We have seen 
nightmarish visions of that alternative. We saw it 
in Charlottesville just a few years ago when neo-
Nazis marched through the streets of an Ameri-
can city, chanting, "Jews will not replace us." That 
alternative is unthinkable. We saw it in Minneap-
olis-St. Paul, where a public safety officer knelt 
with his knee on the neck of another human be-
ing. A child of God, just like he was, and snuffed 
out the breath of life that God gave him. The alter-
native is unthinkable. 
 And we have seen it this past Wednesday, 
when a monument to democracy, the Capitol of 
the United States of America, was desecrated and 
violated with violence by vandals. Lives were lost. 
A nation was wounded. Democracy itself was 
threatened. My brothers and sisters, this way of 
love that Jesus taught us when he said, "Love the 
Lord your God, and your neighbor as yourself." 
This way of love that Moses taught even before 
Jesus. This way of unselfish, sacrificial love, it is 
the way to redeem a nation, to save a world. It is 
the way of hope for us all. But do not make the 
mistake of thinking that I speak of a sentimental 
and emotional love. 

Chaos is not an option.  
Community is our only hope. 

Continued on the next page.  



 Jesus spoke of love most consistently the clos-
er he got to the cross. This way of love is the way 
of sacrifice, the way of unselfishness, the way of 
selflessness, that seeks the good of the other as 
well as the self. And that is the way of the cross, 
which is the way of life.  
 And if you don't believe me, ask another apos-

tle of love. Not Dr. 
King, not Abraham 
Lincoln, ask Archbish-
op Tutu. Ask one who 
has given his life for 
the cause of God's 

love in the way of Jesus. Ask him; ask Nelson 
Mandela in your mind. Ask them what love looks 
like. They knew that the way of love was the only 
way that could guide South Africa from what 
could have become a bloody nightmare and civil 
war to the way that could build a nation. 
 And it was not sentimental. Remember truth 
and reconciliation. They had to face painful truths. 
They had to do what was just and what was mer-
ciful. They had to do what the prophet Micah said, 
that the motivation and the guide was love. Arch-
bishop Tutu said this: 
 

Love, forgiving, and being reconciled to 
our enemies or our loved ones is not 
about pretending that things are other 
than they are. It is not about patting one 
another on the back or turning a blind 
eye to the wrong. True reconciliation ex-
poses the awfulness of the abuse, the 
hurt, the truth. It could even sometimes 
make things worse for a while. It is a 
risky undertaking but in the end it is 
worthwhile, because in the end only an 
honest confrontation with reality can 
bring forth real healing. Superficial rec-
onciliation only brings superficial heal-
ing. 
 

 This is the way of love that can heal our hurts, 
that can heal our land, that can help us to be-
come one nation under God, indivisible with liber-
ty and justice for all. So, I would ask you to do 
two things. I'm asking you to make a commit-
ment, a renewed commitment, to live the way of 
love as Jesus has taught us and to do it by mak-
ing a commitment to go out and bless somebody. 
Bless somebody you disagree with. Bless some-
body you agree with. But to go out and bless 
somebody by helping somebody along the way. 
Go out and bless somebody by listening to their 

I am a follower of Jesus of 
Nazareth because I believe 
that his way of love and his 
way of life is the way of life 
for us all.  
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story and their life. To go out and be an instru-
ment of God's peace, an agent of God's love. 
 
 And then I would ask you to pray. Pray for this 
nation but pray with some specificity. Pray that 
we may have the wisdom and the courage to 
love. 
 

God of grace and God of glory, 
on thy people pour thy pow’r. 
Crown thine ancient church’s story, 
bring her bud to glorious flow’r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour. 
 

Harry Emerson Fosdick,  
God of Grace and God of Glory  

 
 With malice toward none, with charity toward 
all. With firmness in the right, as God gives us to 
see the right. Let us strive to finish the work, the 
work that we are in. To bind up the nation's 
wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the 
battle and for his widow and his orphan. To do all 
which may achieve and cherish, a just and last-
ing peace among ourselves and with all nations. 
 
 God love you. God bless you. And may God 
hold us all in those almighty hands of love.  

"From Many, One: 

Conversations Across Difference” 
January 11, 2021 
Starting January 18 (Martin Luther King Jr. Day), The 
Episcopal Church launches "From Many, One: Con-
versations Across Difference,” a campaign urging 
Episcopalians and our neighbors to engage in the spir-
itual practice of listening and honest conversation 
across the many differences that separate us, starting 
with four simple questions: 

What do you love? 
What have you lost? 
Where does it hurt? 
What do you dream? 

Inspired by the Latin phrase on the U.S. seal – E Pluri-
bus (“from many”) Unum (“one”) – the campaign is 
designed to offer a faithful perspective and time-tested 
practice for knitting deeply divided communities into 
a diverse, more perfect union. In a cultural moment 
shadowed by pandemic, fractious politics, and deep 
division within families, communities, and nations, 
Episcopalians can partner in simple ways to celebrate 
difference, listen with deep curiosity, and promote 
healing. 
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 ST. AIDAN ’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  STAG & STAFF  

 St. Aidan’s Library has all kinds of books -- inspirational, histori-
cal, fiction, non-fiction. Literally, something for everyone! Below is a 
sampling for your Lenten reading -- take a break from the screens 
and enjoy a quiet reflection, a lively story, or a new perspective! 
 When you choose a book, call Micki Hoffmann [673-2903] or 
email [mphoffmann70@gmail.com], and she will deliver it to you at 
your convenience. Not as many calories as pizza and lasts longer! 

Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening – C. Bourgeault 
“. . . a superb book, a wonderful accessible introduction to Centering Prayer and the role it can play in your own 

‘salvation unto eternity.’ Highly recommended for all who are on a spiritual path of any sort. Author is an Episcopal 
priest. [167 pgs.] 

I Stand at the Door and Knock – Corrie Ten Boom 
 Meditations by the author of The Hiding Place. [188 pgs.] 

Faithful Neighbors:  Christian-Muslim Vision & Practice – ed. by Heaney, Sayilgan, Haymes [176 pgs. 
 “The ability to stand with brothers and sisters of differing faith traditions is a gift from God. These essays offer us tangible 

evidence of the joys such encounters can offer . . . “[176. pgs.] 

Fighting with the Bible – Don Morgan 
 Why Scripture divides us and how it can bring us together. [126 pgs.]  

Invitation to Love:  The Way of Christian Contemplation – Thomas Keating 
 “This an attempt to provide a road map for the journey that begins when Centering Prayer is seriously undertaken . . . 

“[148 pgs.] 

The Dream of God:  A Call to Return – Verna Dozier 
 “. . . a small masterpiece, and I often recommend it. Her version of the Bible is insightful and persuasive, her writing ac-

cessible and powerful.” Dozier was an English teacher and noted Episcopalian theologian. [114 pgs.] 

Tracing the Contours of Faith:  Christian Theology for Questioners – Wayne Fehr 
 “. . . a collection of brief essays written in response to specific questions about the Christian faith-vision of reality.” [213 

pgs.] 

Just Mercy:  A Story of justice and redemption – Bryan Stevenson 
 “From on of the most brilliant and influential lawyers of our time comes an unforgettable true story about the redeeming 

potential of mercy. . . He founded the Equal Justice Initiative.” [318 pgs.] 
Julie – Catherine Marshall 
 A novel, however “in many ways Julie is Marshall’s own story, reflecting her passion for causes, her quest for faith, and 

her courageous spirit. [364 pgs.] 

Practicing Your Path:  A Book of Retreats for an Intentional Life – Holly Whitcomb 
 Designed both for individuals who want to create a private spiritual retreat day for themselves and for leaders of church 

groups retreats. [117 pgs.] 

Open Mind Open Heart:  The Contemplative Dimension of the Gospel – Thomas Keating 
 This book is designed to initiate the reader into a deep, living relationship with God. [132 pgs.] 

Not God’s Type:  A rational academic finds a radical faith -- Holly Ordway 
 “I thought faith was, by definition, irrational, that it meant believing some assertion to be true for no reason. It had never 

occurred to me that there could be a path to faith through reason . . . “ [158 pgs.] 
Wings of Joy – Sri Chinmoy 
 Internationally renowned spiritual leader, Chinmoy combines ancient wisdom with modern insights into what it means to 

be a seeker . . . Believing that we are all innately divine beings, he encourages us to find the peace and light deep within 
our hearts and to deal with life’s negative experiences by transforming them.” [207 pgs.] 

The Gift of the Jews:  How a tribe of desert nomads changed the way everyone thinks and feels – 
Thomas Cahill 

 Cahill takes on a highly readable, entrancing journey to the origins of Western Civilization. . . [He has] successfully made 
the Bible interesting again by showing us how it can speak to us today.” [273 pgs.] 

The Illuminated Life:  Monastic Wisdom for Seekers of Light – Joan Chittister 
 From Abandonment to Zeal, this alphabet of monastic values will help you to experience peace and love in the midst of 

life’s pressures and problems. [142 pgs.] 
Seven Spiritual Gifts of Waiting – Holly Whitcomb 
 “Waiting presents an enormous challenge. We are impatient, I-can-fix-it kinds of people. Yet if we 

can welcome waiting as a spiritual discipline, waiting will present its spiritual gifts.” [111 pgs.] 

Library Rules — very strict! 
 Borrow books any day!  Bring them back someday! 

Continues on 
the next page 



Care of the Soul:  A Guide for Cultivating Depth and Sacredness in Everyday Life – Thomas Moore 
 “This book just may help you give up the futile quest for salvation and get down to the possible task of taking care of your 

soul. A modest, and therefore marvelous, book about the life of the spirit.” [305 pgs.] 
A Swiftly Tilting Planet – Madeline L’Engle 
 A young adult book with subtle Christian themes by a master story-teller. [304 pgs.] 
Accidental Saints:  Finding God in All the Wrong People – Nadia Bolz-Weber 
 A GREAT READ. Tattooed, angry, and profane, this former standup comic turned pastor stubbornly, sometimes hilari-

ously, resists the God she feels called to serve. Bud God keeps showing up in the least likely of people . . . [189 pgs.] 

The Wisdom of Julian of Norwich – ed. Monica Furlong 
 The sayings of Julian, most popular of the English mystics, are arranged under thirty headings, providing daily medita-

tions for a month. [48 pgs.] 
Seeking God:  The Way of St. Benedict – Esther de Waal 
 “She draws out of the Rule each of the crucial elements in Benedict’s teaching.” [163 pgs.] 

When God Whispers Your Name – Max Lucado 
 No wonder you’re weary. You’re struggling to get someplace. And in these pages you’ll find the inspiration to believe that 

God has bought the ticket – with your name on it. He’ll keep you headed in the right direction. [200 pgs.] 
Knit One, Purl a Prayer:  A Spirituality of Knitting – Peggy Rosenthal 

The author’s insights, meditations, and suggested activities will enhance the spiritual practice not only of those of us who 
already embrace prayerful knitting and crocheting, but also, those new to the journey of needlework done with intention. 
[107 pgs.] 

How we got the Bible – Neil Lightfoot 
 This book “provides well-researched, accessible answers to many questions. Concise and engaging.” [209 pgs.] 
Gift from the Sea – Anne Morrow Lindberg 
 “This book’s sincerity, courage and truth are for everyone from the age of eighteen on, and I am deeply sorry for anyone 

who misses it.” M. E. Chase, New York Herald Tribune [126 pgs.] 

A Wind in the Door – Madeleine L’Engle 
 The third in her highly acclaimed trilogy for young adults. Inspirational and memorable. [240 pgs.] 
Traveling Mercies:  Some thoughts on faith – Anne Lamott 
 “a chronicle of faith and spirituality that is at once tough, personal, affectionate, wise, and very funny.” [272 pgs.] 

God’s Secretaries:  The Making of the King James Bible – Adam Nicolson 
 “This scrupulously elegant account of the creation of what four centuries of history has confirmed is the finest English-

language work of all time is entirely true to its subject . . . both as readable as the curious demand and as dignified as 
the story deserves.” [243 pgs.] 

Somewhere Safe with Somebody Good – Jan Karon 
 “. . . the chance to spend time in the often comic and utterly human presence of Karon’s characters. In deed they have 

never been more sympathetic, bighearted, and engaging.” The characters include an Episcopal priest and his wife.[511 
pgs.] 

The Good Book:  Reading the Bible with mind and heart. --
Peter Gomes 

 The Bible and the social and moral consequences that derive from its 
interpretation are all too important to be left in the hands of the pious 
or the experts, and too significant to be ignored and trivialized by the 
uninformed and indifferent. [353 pgs.] 

Gilead – Marilynne Robinson 
 A novel. “In 1956, toward the end of Reverend John Ames life, he be-

gins a letter to his young son, an account of himself and his forbears . . 
. a hymn of praise and lamentation to the God haunted existence that 
Reverend Ames loves passionately . . .” [247 pgs.] 

Answer Me This – C. B. Moss 
 Over 500 often-asked questions about the faith and practice of the 

Church answered plainly, truthfully, and convincingly by the eminent 
Anglican theologian and scholar. [207 pgs.] 

The Scarlet Cord:  Conversations with God’s Chosen Wom-
en—Lindsay Hardin Freeman 

 An important book on women and the Bible for general and devotional 
readers as well as serious biblical students and scholars. [162 pgs.] 

The Heart of a Father:  True stories of inspiration and encour-
agement – ed. Wayne Holmes 

 Each brief story in this collection reveals the loving, wide, or comforting 
heart of an earthly father while pointing us to our heavenly Father . . . 
[215 pgs.] 
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