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St. Aidan’s  

The growing community of St. Aidan’s is called to be God’s light and loving presence through faith, 
 sacrament, and outreach. 

2 June 2024 
Join the celebration of God’s Holy Ground as we 
follow God’s direction to Moses,  
 

“Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place 
on which you are standing is holy ground.” (Ex 3:1-6)  
 

We’ll kick-off the Summer season and give thanks 
for God’s creation, of which we are a part and 
which we enjoy. Bring friends! 
 

Sandals welcome – shoes optional!!! 

Men’s  
Breakfast 

First Saturdays 

JUNE 1 
Cooking 8am — Eating 8:30am 

Our grand total 
$1800 +! 

 

Thanks be to God, our 
gardeners who brought 301 plants to 
sell, a rock painter and cookie maker, 
a birdhouse builder, worker bees, and 
the community for making this possi-
ble! 

  

Happy  
Father’s  

Day ! 
To all fathers and 
those who father! 

June 16 

Sunday, June 9 
  COFFEE HOUR FORUM 
 

"Speaking in Tongues:  
Interpreting Language Used in 
the Episcopal Church" 
 

Join the conversation about the 
strange words we use like: sacris-
ty, collect, lectionary and nave! 
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From the  
Priest’s Desk 

   Dear Friends,  
 

Many of us appreciate the prayer said at the 
close of the late evening service in our Episcopal 
Book of Common Prayer. We pray, “Be present, 
O merciful God, and protect us through the hours 
of this night, so that we who are wearied by the 
changes and the chances of this life may rest in 
your eternal changelessness.” These words from 
Compline continue to resonate because they 
speak to our desire for the familiar, in an ever-
changing world.  
 

Every Sunday, we say words, sing melodies and 
perform sacred actions that are familiar and 
bring us strength. Throughout the service, we 
are reminded that God loves us, and that God’s 
love is changeless.  Also comforting is that the 
Episcopal Church emphasizes liturgy as the 
heart of Christian life. Foundational to this em-
phasis is the provision that we may use “other 
forms set forth by authority within this 
Church” (BCP, p. 13).  Through prayerful consid-
eration and with great care, churches are permit-
ted to use certain liturgies that bring new possi-
bilities for encountering God. 
 

Again this year, during the first part of the Pente-
cost season, our congregation will worship in a 
slightly different way.  Our Eucharistic Prayer is 
from the Episcopal Church’s resource called En-
riching Our Worship and we will offer several 
prayers from the New Zealand Prayer Book, a 
resource that comes to us from one of the many 
churches within the worldwide Anglican Com-
munion. The service music and our songs for 
congregational singing are diverse selections 
brought to us by our Music Director, Pat Gard-
ner. During these Sundays, I hope you find the 
shape of our liturgy meaningful and that you will 
experience its beauty and solemnity in a new 
way. In this season of Pente-
cost, let us open ourselves to 
opportunities for holy formation 
and transformation.  Come Ho-
ly Spirit, come! 
 

Mother Esther + 

Pentecost —  
 Happy Birthday to us! 

The Acts of the Apostles reading was brought to 
life during St. Aidan’s service May 19,  as parish-
ioners read a portion of the Scripture in different 
languages at the same time. The cacophony rep-
licated what those in Jerusalem might have 
heard over two thousand years ago!  

Now there were devout Jews from 
every nation under heaven living 
in Jerusalem. And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was be-
wildered, because each one 
heard them speaking in the native 
language of each.  

The Sunday School celebrated Pentecost and 
the end of their year by decorating the church 
doors! 



JUNE 2024  3 

From Donna’s Desk —  

to find N1558 Boltonville Road, Adell, WI? At least three + a map with detailed hand drawn signs and 
markers, + printed Google map directions + GPS (which is unable to correctly locate N1558 Boltonville 
Rd.) + guided directions via cell phone from Lynn, who asks, “Now, do you see a gravel road? Follow 
the gravel road (path), stay straight ahead, veer slightly to right/left ….”  Oh my!  
 We arrived at a beautiful, wooded area, the perfect setting for the Vestry Retreat on May 11. It was a 
wonderful day to share stories, based on individual or collective memories from four distinct periods of 
time:  1946- 1964 (Baby Boomers); 1965-1979 (Generation X); 1980-1994 (Generation Y); and 1995-
present (Generation Z +). Within these timelines we mapped our recollections, stories of our most sig-
nificant experience(s) within the St. Aidan’s church community. This helped us visualize the journey of 
St. Aidan’s, it’s beginning as a mission church, trends identified over time, and the significance of those 
experiences and faith that have held us together as St, Aidan’s faith community. 
 We then focused on the mission of the Church: The Church is one, because it is one Body, under 
one Head, our Lord Jesus Christ. The Mission of the Church is to restore all people to unity with God 
and each other in Christ. (The Episcopal Church, Book of Common Prayer [p. 854-855]. Discussing the 
mission we were asked to CONSIDER: 
 How is the St. Aidan’s community currently working together toward “restoring” all people to unity 
with God and each other in Christ? Restore is a curious word -- build up, improve; renew; rescue, revi-
talize, revive, strengthen. In the context of the Church and St. Aidan’s faith community — 

  how does our faith journey and mission transform our lives or the lives of others; heal our souls,  
  or fill in missing pieces? 
  how does the mission of the church guide the leadership team of St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church?  
  what “missional idea” could address one of St. Aidan’s Strategic Goals? 

 Our discussion was profound, warm, meaningful, and reflective. It has helped me make some con-
nections with everyday experiences. For example, during the plant sale I noticed folks choosing the 
‘perfect’ painted rock for a quilting friend or a sister’s birthday present; witty, fun, serious conversation 
about plants, gardens, and ways to improve an outdoor space.  Were these actions restoring or renew-
ing? 
  I have also observed such ‘presence’ for and with each other each Sunday. Is our presence restora-
tive to mind, body, and soul? What about our music? The Little Pantry? Gardens? Youth formation? Or 
perhaps the total service experience? In a recent blog by Dr. Thom Rainer, I read that churches will on-
ly worship to the level of their experience(s).  Dr. Rainer includes these: leading with vision, leading with 
sound theology, leading with shepherding, and leading with prayer among the experiences that ’nail’ 
worship. How might I recognize and affirm how St. Aidan’s works towards restoring “all people to unity 
with God and each other in Christ.” – is it by how and what we do 
and how we worship?  
 I appreciate the time the Vestry and others in leadership roles 
gave to meet on a Saturday and a big thank you to Lynn for open-
ing her space for us to enjoy. I am encouraged by the open conver-
sation and respect of ideas shared. Know that the Vestry is com-
mitted to the work needed to support our goals, to support mean-
ingful ministries and initiatives, to continue ongoing conversation 
about missional ideas, to maintain a sustainable budget, while sup-
porting the mission of St. Aidan’s and the mission of the Church. 
 

Enjoy this month of June. Stay safe and well. 
 

Donna Dinco 
Senior Warden 

How many Episcopalians does it take . . .  
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Community News 

The Swedish American Historical Society 
of Wisconsin, in conjunction with St. An-
skar’s Episcopal Church, is commemorat-
ing Rev. Gustaf Unonius and the Scandi-
navian Parish at Pine Lake with a State of 
Wisconsin historical marker.  The marker 
has been installed at St. Anskar’s at 
N48W31340 Hill Rd, Hartland and will 
be unveiled June 1st at 1:00PM.  The 
event is open to the public so every-
body interested is welcome. See below 
for the program. 
  
Gustaf Unonius is very important to us 
because he organized St. Olaf’s Church 
in 1844 while a student at the Nashotah 
House Episcopal Seminary and was St. 
Olaf’s first minister. The fascinating story 
of a Norwegian Lutheran church being 
started “in union with the Episcopal 
Church in America” has been classified by 
Lutheran scholars as one of the most 
unique events of the Lutheran Church in 
America. 
  
This dedication on June 1 will be a unique 
learning experience to begin to under-
stand the significance of the Swedish set-
tlement at Pine Lake, that was called New 
Upsala, Holy Innocents Cemetery on Hwy. 
C, the founding of the Pine Lake Scandi-
navian Parish which ultimately became St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Stone Bank, 
and the founding of St. Olaf Lutheran 
Church and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. 
  
The program will be: 
1:00 pm  Welcome and introductions 
2:00 pm  Proceed to the historical marker 
and reading of the text on the marker 
2:15 pm Fika, coffee, treats, and recogni-
tions in the church social hall with music 

Living history! 
St. Olaf’s Lutheran Church has a close 
connection to the Episcopal church! 
Nashotah House Seminary played a pivot-
al role in their founding! 

Pat and Fred Paddon’s youngest 
grandson, Harrison James Zenisek, 
graduated on May 23, 2024, Cum 
Laude, from Barron Collier High 
School in Naples, Florida. Harrison 
was a member of the National Hon-
or Society and on the Varsity Cou-
gars baseball team where he was a 
starting left handed pitcher. Harri-
son will attend the University of 
South Florida College of Business 
in Tampa. 
Congratulations to him and his fami-
ly! 

“Thank you to everyone at St. 
Aidan’s for the warm welcome! 
I have felt appreciated from my 
first day. Being a part of the 
staff excites me and I look for-
ward to working with you all to 
accomplish your shared goals. 
I especially would like to thank 
Aimee for the guidance and 
support I received throughout 
my training. While I do have 
prior experience with church 
offices, there are always new 
things with each church. My 

understanding of St. Aidan’s was made possible by her 
patience and grace.  
I am grateful for the personalized mug from Alice, the 
plant from the congregation, and the time I’ve spent 
getting to know some of the St. Aidan’s church family. If 
we have not met in person yet, please stop by or send 
me an e-mail introducing yourself! Once again, thank 
you for making my transition to St. Aidan’s such a posi-
tive experience!” 
 

Tara 



If you cannot serve your appointed time, please arrange for a substitute.  Thank you.  
Any permanent changes to the schedule should be reported to  

Gail Hefti at gail.hefti@gmail.com or 920-740-3997. 

St. Aidan’s Ministries Schedule  
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 2024 
  2 9 16 23 30 

Reader B. Mendoza T. Schlaefer C. Gardner A. Pollock K. Fairchild 

Prayers M. Hoffmann K. Fairchild A. Pollock B. Pollock D. Bemi 

Acolyte A. Schrunk S. Schmidt J.P. Schrunk L. Daley A. Schrunk 

Usher Webers R. Schnorenberg Pollocks Schmidts Schrunks 

LEM J. Pierce M. Hoffmann M. Weber A. Pollock B. Schrunk 

Counters Gardner/Weber Moran/A.M-Meigs Fairchild/Pierce Gardner/Hoffmann Moran/Schnorenberg 

Altar  J. Neu 

Highlighted columns = Caring Sundays! 

 2024 

  7 14 21 28 

Reader D. Bemi M. B. Moran L. Molenda B. Schrunk 

Prayers P. Paddon T. Schlaefer C. Gardner E. Schmidt 

Acolyte S. Schmidt J.P. Schrunk L. Daley A. Schrunk 

Usher Webers R. Schnorenberg Pollocks Schmidts 

LEM J. Pierce M. Hoffmann M. Weber A. Pollock 

Counters A. M-Meigs/Fairchild M. Weber/J. Pierce Gardner/Schnorenberg M.B. Moran/Hoffmann 

Altar G. Kelly 

mailto:gail.hefti@gmail.com


Parish Events june— 2024 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1  
 
     

   June 
Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

2 
Worship — 9:30 am 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 
Worship — 9:30 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stag & Staff articles due 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 
Worship — 9:30 am 
 
 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 
Worship — 9:30 am 

 
 
 
 
________________ 

30 
Worship — 9:30 am 
 
 
 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
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Community  
Lunch 

11:30 am 
1st United  
Methodist 

Men’s B’fast 
8:30 am 

St. A. B’fast 
Main St. 

Café 
7 - 9 am 

1 Andrew Hellmann 
 Aimee & Brian  
  Hennings 

Susan & Steve 
 Trewyn 

  3 Pat Gardner 
  4 Crystal Garbarek 
  6 Samantha Schmidt 

  8 Ann Marsh-Meigs 
Amanda & Fido 
 Mercado 

  9 Spencer Paquette 
14 Sydney Wetzel 
19 Pat & Mike Lake 
20 Barb Lindert 
 

21 Michael Moran 
24 Janet & Steve  
  Garbarek 
26 J. P. Schrunk 
27 Micki & Pete  
  Hoffmann 
29 Russell Lenz 

St. A. B’fast 
Main St. 

Café 
7 - 9 am 

St. A. B’fast 
Main St. 

Café 
7 - 9 am 

St. A. B’fast 
Main St. 

Café 
7 - 9 am 

Anointing Service 
following Worship 

COFFEE HOUR  
FORUM 
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How to reach us —  
Church Mailing Address:  

   670 E. Monroe Avenue 

   Hartford, WI 53027 

Church Office E-mail:  

   secretary@staidans-hartford.org 

Church Website:  www.staidans-hartford.org 

Church Phone:  262-673-7273 
 

 The Rev. Esther Kramer, Ph. D. 
   262-309-7661 
   estherkramer0806@gmail.com 
 

 La Pastora Loretta Mendoza 
   Pastoral Assistant 
   414-243-2639 
   lorettawell@gmail.com 
 

 Deacon Terry Garner 
   414-807-4378 
   dcnterry.g@gmail.com 
 

 Tara Nooyen 
   Administrative Assistant 
   secretary@staidans-hartford.org 
 

 Mary Beth Moran, Treasurer 
 

Vestry Wardens 
Donna Dinco , Senior Warden 
Eric Wetzel, Junior Warden 
 

Vestry 
Charles Gardner 
Laura Johnston 
Lynn Molenda 
Eileen Schmidt 
  

Vestry Clerk 
Geri Kelly 

 

Stag and Staff — St. Aidan’s Newsletter 

Published monthly 
Deadline:  Third Sunday of the month 
Micki Hoffmann, Editor 
Contact:  mphoffmann70@gmail.com 

   or 262-673-2903 
 

Prayer Chain 

If anyone has a prayer need for 
someone or something, please call 
Alice Pollock [262-707-3456] or 
the church office. 

Building 
Mondays -- 
 Men’s AA   7 - 8 pm     Parish Hall 
 
Tuesdays -- 
 Women’s AA  Noon      Parish Hall 
  
Wednesdays 
 Office Open  9am - Noon    Narthex 
 
Thursdays 
  Al Anon   7 pm      Parish Hall 
 
Fridays 
 Office Open  9 am - Noon   
 
First Saturdays  
 Men B’fast   8 am      Parish Hall 
 
Sundays  
 Worship Service  9:30 am 
 
For information about groups or scheduling the 
building, contact the Church Office. 

Have you recently moved, changed your 

phone number, or started using a differ-

ent e-mail address? Please contact the 

church office to update your information. 

In fall, we’ll be creating an updated 

Church Directory and want to be sure 

you’re included! 

God creating ducks — 
“Waterproof that chicken 
and give it a kazoo!” 

mailto:estherkramer0806@gmail.com
mailto:dcnterry.g@gmail.com
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One of my favorite vocalists, Nat King Cole, sang this 
a number of years ago in the days of my youth: “Roll 
out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer…” It cap-
tured the summer holiday and vacation spirit -- fami-
lies spending time together. It seems now to be a 
long, lost memory, as in today’s culture we appear to 
be trying to cram too much activity into too little time. 
Our contemporary summer season seems to be short 
on lazy, unfocused on hazy, and far too crazy. 

 
In the Church we have now begun the long, green 
liturgical season after Pentecost, which is called 
“ordinary time.” We might refer to this as “normal 
time” since it is not a specially designated season. 
However, especially after Covid, we no longer seem 
to have anything normal – everything is termed new-
normal.  

 
Perhaps it is our opportunity to restore normalcy, to 
make and take the time to assess ourselves and our 
relationships with God and with others. How much 
time and conversation (aka prayer – especially if we 
are listening to the other side of the discussion) are 
we sharing with God? with our neighbor?  

 
What are we doing, individually and especially as a 
faith community – the Body of Christ – to love God by 
loving our neighbor? To serve God by serving our 
neighbor?  

 
I am reminded of the following from Henri-Frédéric 
Amiel, a Swiss moral philosopher and poet: 

 “Life is short. We don't have much time to 
gladden the hearts of those who walk this way with 
us. So, be swift to love and make haste to be kind.” 

 
You have heard this on occasion in the final blessing 
of our worship. Now is the time to act: Be intentional, 
take time, evaluate, and re-
spond. The season after Pente-
cost may appear to be lengthy, 
but it – like life – is all too short. 
 
Love in Christ - terry 

deaconspeak:  
musings from the left shoulder 
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3rd Sunday — Sharing Sunday  
The “loose” [paper and coin] collection sup-
ports Mother Esther’s discretionary fund. She 
uses it to help people in our community in need 
— more often than you might think! 

Please be generous! 

Hartford Community 
Lunch 

Saturday, June29 
11:30 am 

1st United Methodist 
Lunch is served at 11:30am. Come for a free hot meal with 
the Hartford Community! To volunteer [9 am—2 pm], just 
show up on the day.  
If you have questions, please contact Larry Thomas at 
262-955-4900. 

 There has been a lot going on lately. The Easter 
season has flown by and the long church “ordinary” 
time of summer until almost Advent is about to 
begin. This is anything but ordinary time. In fact, 
there is very little “ordinary time” lately.  
 I don’t know about you, but my days are full of 
things to do. I have not finished weeding the garden, 
I have a stack of unfinished projects, and we are not 
even going to mention the state of my kitchen floor! 
I tend to make grand plans on the assumption that I 
am Superwoman. And we all know how that turns 
out!  
 So, it’s time to slow down and enjoy the sunny 
days. I hope you can do the same. We will have fam-
ily visiting, and I want to enjoy the time we have. 
This is one of the things you will find me feeding the 
family, and I hope you have the opportunity to do 
the same. 
 
Crockpot French Toast  
 
2 C. of milk 
6 eggs 
1/4 C. brown sugar 
2 t. vanilla 
1 t. cinnamon 
1/4 t. salt 
 Stir all together in the crockpot and add 
1 loaf of crusty bread cut into cubes (like French or 
sourdough) 
3 T. butter 

Cut into small pieces to dot the top of the bread. 
 Cover and cook on high for 2 1/2 hours or low for 
4 1/2 hours. 
 

Serve with syrup, powdered sugar, or jam. 
 

Alice Pollock 

Restaurant Catch up on your reading! 

Light reading, deep reading, devotional and 

fiction — your Church Library has it all! 

Church Library Rules — VERY STRICT! 
Take one book or many. 

Bring them back! 

 

If you have ever been truly 
hungry — you know how pre-
cious the Little Pantry is.  
 

If you have never been truly 
hungry — thank God and show 
your gratitude with donations 
to the Little Pantry! 
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Trewyn’s experience with solar energy 2023-2024: 
 
In early 2023 we decided that the cost of solar panels 
had dropped enough with the 30% Federal tax credit 
on solar systems to enable us to install them on our 
home (after living in the house for 40 years...). We 
designed and built our home in 1983 with solar power 
in mind:  super-insulated with a south facing roof and 
windows. 
 
In January 2023 we contacted three solar companies: 
Badger Solar, All Energy, and Arch Solar. All seemed 
capable and interested in helping us. 
 
Long story short — Badger Solar stopped returning 
our calls after a few weeks of contact, but both Arch 
Solar and All Energy were competitive for our busi-
ness, and both gave us much information over several 
weeks of contact. Fortunately for us, before we signed 
any contract we read in the Milwaukee Journal that 
Badger Solar was in financial difficulty and declared 
bankruptcy. We ended up contracting with Arch Solar. 
 
Arch quoted us prices based on our historical use of 
electricity, but we chose to go with 36% solar as we 
only wanted solar panels on our south facing garage 
instead of on the entire house roof. Both Arch Solar 
and All Solar suggested we replace our shingled roof 
prior to installation of the solar panels since our shin-
gles were 17 years old. We agreed that it was a good 
idea. 
 
The new roof was installed in April of 2023; twelve 
solar panels were installed by Arch Solar June 2023, 
and they were operational June 21, 2023. Since then 
we have been enjoying solar-powered electricity in our 
home, and selling what we do not use back to the 
Hartford Utility Company. We are very pleased! 
 
In 2024 we received our 30% Federal Tax Credit. 
 
If anyone is interested in learning 
more or seeing our set-up, please 
contact : 
Steve Trewyn at 262-673-6240 or 
susanandstevetrewyn@gmail.com 

BIRD HOUSE REPORT - May, 2024 

As a result of Creation Care at St. 

Aidan’s, we have four bird houses 

built and installed on the church prop-

erty. 

All four have nests, one has eggs and 

one has hungry chicks.  We’ll keep you 

posted. 

The story of Pentecost is often thought of as 
the birth of the Church. Why, when the dis-
ciples had been following Jesus and trying 
to live like him for three years before? The 
Church is born when the Holy Spirit comes 
and reveals to the disciples the diversity 
that the Church is meant to embody. From 
Jews in Galilee to Jews from all over to Gen-
tiles to the ends of the earth, the Church is 
meant to show the richness and beauty of 
diverse voices singing in harmony for God’s 
glory. We are the Church at its best when 
our unity is shown through our diversity.   
 
This Pentecost, let us learn creation’s les-
son once more: our diversity is our 
health.  

Let’s find new ways of inviting unique and 
unheard voices into our community wheth-
er they be voices of other languages, races, 
and nations, or voices of other species. Let 
us embrace the vibrant mosaic of life that 
surrounds us. Creation loves diversity be-
cause the Creator loves diversity. Let us fol-
low suit and love the beauty and variety that 
gives us health and life!   

Green Energy! 

mailto:susanandstevetrewyn@gmail.com
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You are looking at the new cook stove (pictured on the right) for the St  Mary’s Newala Pre and Primary 
School, which is soon to open in the new facilities. It uses an open fire fueled by kuni (firewood), char-
coal, or coal.  Afrigas (propane) would be cleaner, but it is very expensive and not dependably availa-
ble. 
  
A very large circular pot will sit on a metal grate above the flame. Its primary job is the creation of ugali, 
a thick dough-like rendering of boiled corn flour and water. It is the lunch fare for the 345 students, 175 
boys and 170 girls. It is the staple food in many African countries.  
  
There are other boiled staples like rice, beans with peanut flour, and a variety of vegetables, seasonally 
dependent. There can be some dried fish, but the school is too far from the coast for any fresh fish. 
There can be some beef in stews but it is rather expensive. 
  
There is also a 10 a.m. morning food called uji, which Sr. Debora says is made by boiling the various 
flours of corn, so beverage, drunk like milk.  Milk is not readily available.  
  
There are two levels of pre-school and seven standard levels. Besides the twenty teachers, there are 
cooks, cleaners, drivers, and security staff. The current classrooms are three miles away from the new 
classrooms. 
  
The other picture shown on the left is of the beginning construction of the mezani, or eating facili-
ty.  They need $5,000 more for the start-up costs for the roofing, windows, doors, and plaster work. The 
current school is scheduled to close at the end of May, and they plan to start in the new facility on July 
1.  
  
To support this project in our Companion Diocese of Newala, please send checks to: 
  
Episcopal Diocese of Milwaukee 
804 East Juneau 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
  
Please put "Newala Projects" in the notation line. 
  
Neil Radtke 
Rev Oswald Bwechwa 
Companion Diocese Committee Members  

News from Newala — our companion diocese 



ST. AIDAN ’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  STAG & STAFF  


